
Bruce Freeman, editor  Volume 25, Number 3, February, 2022  Page 1 

 

N.J.B.A. 
Newsletter 

NJBA Volume 25, Issue 3  February, 2022  

Editorial -  
 NJBA seeks a Newsletter Editor 
I am resigning as NJBA Newsletter editor at the 
conclusion of this Newsletter Volume (i.e., after 
issuing Volume 25, No. 4).   
I picked up this ñbatonò five years ago, so, in 
addition to my earlier 3-year-plus stint as NJBAôs first 
Newsletter editor, I will have logged eight yearsô 
editing this Newsletter (all of the rest having been 
edited by Larry Brown).  I need a break so I can do 
other things -- principally, more of my own forging 
and running more workshops for NJBA. 
The simplest scenario would be for someone else to 
assume the mantle of editor.  It is not difficult, but it 
does take some time, and I will remain available to 
give the new editor pointers.  Larry and I have been 
assembling this Newsletter using MS Publisher, which 
is a simple package to use -- much easier than 
attempting to do it in an ordinary word processor, such 
as MS Word.  In addition, I use a few shareware 
programs to facilitate adding content from the 
newsletters of other ABANA Affiliates, and those 
programs are also simple and straightforward. 
Please contact me directly if youôd like to edit or co-
edit this Newsletter. 

- Bruce Freeman 
 

Upcoming NJBA Events 

Sun., Jan. 30, 2022, 10 AM-4 PM 
Hammer-In at the Blacksmith of Trenton 
(hosted by the Hebrew Hammer Blacksmith) 
Daniel Lapidow (the Hebrew Hammer Blacksmith) 
will be giving a tour of The Blacksmith of Trenton 
(334 North Olden Avenue, Trenton, NJ), an active 
blacksmith shop since 1823.  The tour will focus on 
the history of the shop, the various projects that have 
been created on-site, and a live blacksmithing 

demonstration. 
The live demonstration will cover various projects 
that have proven popular at craft shows and have been 
successful at generating individual sales revenue. The 
demonstration will focus on such items as fireplace 
pokers, household hooks, bottle openers, and other 
items that sell consistently. 
The tour of the facilities will encompass a history of 
the shop, the various tools and equipment that are 
employed in blacksmithing, and an overview of the 
projects made in-house. 
Daniel Lapidowôs first exposure to blacksmithing 
was through his work on historical sites. He has been 
blacksmithing professionally for five years and his 
work focuses primarily on public craft shows and 
educational demonstrations.  
Daniel is the current resident blacksmith at the 
Howell Living History Farm and serves as the primary 
blacksmith for Washington Crossing State Park, Wild 
West City, and multiple Renaissance Faires in the 
New Jersey area. Additionally, Daniel is a participant 
in the annual Trenton Art-All-Night event and teaches 
blacksmithing in his shop and at multiple sites 
throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  
For more information, you can contact Daniel at 
dlapidow@verizon.net 

 

Sat., May  7, 2022   
  Jonathan Nedbor at EJOT  
NOTE THE CORRECTION TO THE DATE 
PUBLISHED IN THE LAST NEWSLETTER! 
We were within a few days of holding this meeting 
at East Jersey Old Town in Piscataway, NJ, last 
September, when Hurricane Ida flooded out EJOT.  
We have therefore rescheduled the event for the 
spring.  More details will be provided in a subsequent 
Newsletter.  For further information, please contact 
NJBA Director Ryan Amos.   
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NJBAôs Official Address 
 NJBA, P.O. Box 224 
 Farmingdale, NJ  07727-9998  

NJBAôs Website: 
 http://www.njblacksmiths.org 

NJBA Newsletter: 
 Will be found on our website (above).  Look for 
ñCurrent Newsletterò and/or ñNewsletter Archive.ò 

NJBAôs Facebook Page: 
 https://www.facebook.com/njblacksmiths/  

NJBAôs IForgeIron subforum: 
 Scroll down at https://www.iforgeiron.com/. 

NJBAôs subreddit: 
 Reddit.com/r/NJBA 
You can get a free Reddit account and post 

 
We like to thank those who joined NJBA 

as Business Members: 
Marshall Bienstock 

Open Forge Meets 
(See Rules, p. 4) 

Monday Night Open Forge, Howell, NJ 
NJBA Director Marshall Bienstock hosts an open 
forge meet every Monday evening at 7 PM, except 
major holidays.  (Please call ahead to make sure the 
forge will be open.) 

Sunday Open Forge, Smithtown, LI, NY 
From the beginning of November through the end 
of April, Ron Grabowski will open his forge in 
Smithtown, LI, NY, to NJBA members.  Please call 
ahead to confirm and get directions: 631-265-1564.  
Ronsforge@aol.com 

Please join us on-line  

https://www.facebook.com/njblacksmiths/
https://www.iforgeiron.com/
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Report on the Anvil Repair Workshop 
By Larry Brown 
We started planning the anvil repair workshop, when 
Tom Santomauro volunteered to be in charge. 
Unfortunately COVID stepped in and postponed the 
workshop.  Tom took up the idea once we started up 
again and had people who were interested, so off we 
went.  
Tom rattled Marshallôs and my brain to remember 
what we did and how, what we needed , what we still 
had and where to shop for the rest.  [I told them that 
they could find all that info in Vol. 16, No. 4 !!! -ed.] 
We started at 9am, and soon we were busy setting up 
the fire to heat the anvils, a grinding area and two 
welding areas. Marshall and I did triage on the anvils 
advising on the grinding and prep for welding as we 
set up the welding areas. Mark supervised the heating 
of the anvils after the initial grinding and as they came 
off the fire, Marshall and I started welding. After the 
welding was complete Mark supervised the re heating. 
Some people started grinding after the reheat. 

New Jersey Blacksmiths Newsletter 

From the ABANA Affiliate Newsletter 
 

Jan 22 & 23.  Business of Blacksmithing 
Back due to popular demand! ABANA Education 
committee is very excited to announce the second 
digital course, Business of Blacksmithing! This class 
is geared towards the professional smith, new or old 
small or large all business minded smiths are 
encouraged to attend. Course instructor Jerry Coe will 
discuss topics such as networking for business 
success, developing a product line, and working with 
distributors. Each class will consist of a 45 minute 
lecture followed by question and answer. 
1. Business 1: January 22 nd 8pm Eastern, 5pm 
Pacific 
2. Business 2: January 23 rd 8pm Eastern, 5pm Pacific 
Member price: $100 for both classes. Non-Member 
price: $165, includes both classes and a 1 year 
ABANA membership. Registration can be coordinated 
through ABANA Home office or the following link: 
https://abana.org/business-of-blacksmithing/#!event-
register/2022/1/22/business-of-blacksmithing-class-
with-jerry-coe 814-254-0462  exedir@abana.org 
 

April 28th - May 1st , 2022, 30th Annual 
Ozark Conference 
Missouri State Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MO Pre-
registration must be postmarked by April 1st. 
Questions?  Contact:  Mike Gorzel (636) 336-6347 
mo.blacksmith.conference@gmail.com Sites are still 
free to registered participants in designated areas. 
Vendor spaces will be assigned and tables will be 
available from the Fairgrounds at $8 / table. To make 
arrangements please contact: Karen Bouckaert 1-636-
673-1996 
 

May 11-14, 2022 ABANA Conference  
ABANAôs 2022 Conference registration is now open. 
Please join us for what will be an outstanding event in 
Denton Texas!  Please register here https://
conference.abana.org 
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Rules for Participation in NJBA Hands-On 
Events 

These rules apply to workshops, open forge meets, 
demonstrations with hands-on components, etc.   
1.  Participation in NJBA-sponsored hands-on events is 
limited to adults (i.e., 18 years or older).  This rule was 
effected as of December 4, 2016.   
(Note:  This policy does not apply to open forge meets 
and similar events that are sponsored or co-sponsored 
by youth-oriented organizations such as scouts, 4H 
groups, schools or other venues.) 
2. Workshops are open only to NJBA members, but 
nonmembers may join by paying dues when they 
register.   
3. All workshop fees are due upon registering.  Any 
materials fee is not refundable.  A workshop fee is 
refundable only if your place in the workshop is filled by 
another person.   
4. If you only want to watch the workshop, the fee is half 
the listed workshop fee. 
5. Workshops are intended for the purpose of teaching 
certain skills and/or completing certain projects, and are 
subject to the authority of the workshop leader or 
instructor.  Accordingly (as per a vote of the NJBA 
Board on Jan. 28, 2018.): 
§ The participant shall work only on the project at hand 
and not on any other projects, without exception.  
(Note: Any NJBA member may attend an NJBA open 
forge meeting to work on his own project.) 

§ Every participant will be required to follow the 
instructions of the workshop leader, especially any 
instructions pertaining to safety, or he may be ejected.  

§ A person who has a history of failure to follow 
instructions may be refused admission to any 
workshop, at the sole discretion of the workshop 
leader.   

Special COVID-19 Rules 
(As per a vote by the NJBA Board on April 12, 2021) 

 

All attendees at NJBA events must  

¶ be able to prove they are vaccinated 

¶ wear a mask covering mouth and nose, 

¶ observe social distancing by remaining 6 feet 

apart.  

So at every NJBA meet you attend. 
¶ Show your photo ID  
¶ Show your COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card 
(or a photograph thereof)  

¶ Wear a mask,  
¶ Maintain social distance. 

You will not be admitted if you fail to follow these 
rules; you will be required to leave. 

Rough-Cut Crane-Rail Anvils  
               Available to NJBA Members 
We are offering these rough-cut anvils  to NJBA 
members for $3/lb.  Four such pieces are available:   

¶ =2 ea. ~9.5ò long and 28 lb,  $84. 

¶ 1 ea. ~13ò long and 38 lb, $114. 

¶ 1 ea. ~13ò long and 40 lb., $120 

Purchases will be cash only.  Please contact NJBA 
Director Marshall Bienstock if interested. 
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How to Forge an Ellipse  
  or any Other Conic Section 
by Bruce Freeman 
In a previous article, Amy Mook shows you how to 
draw an ellipse.  Now I'm going to tell you how to 
forge an ellipse.  My approach requires no math, but 
you will have to rely on your intuition and experience 
if you want an ellipse of specific dimensions. 
Figure 1a shows a blacksmithôs  cone mandrel, in 
use for its usual purpose:  making rings round.  You 
weld up a ring, round it roughly over the horn of the 
anvil, then drop it onto your cone mandrel and tap the 
"high" spots till the ring seats evenly around the cone.  
The ring is now round. 
Figure 1b shows why this works:  A horizontal 
plane intersects a vertical cone at a circle, as in Figure 
5.1.   
However, if the plane is not horizontal but at an 
angle, a different conic section will be obtained.  
Figures 2 and 5.2 show how some such angled planes 
intersect the cone in an ellipse.  To form an elliptical 

ring, start with a round ring, flatten it side to side, then 
hold it at some appropriate angle on the cone mandrel 
and tap till the high spots seat evenly at this angle.   
Donôt despair if you lack a cone mandrel because 
you can also make an ellipse using a round mandrel, 
as shown in Figures 3 and 5.3, albeit youôll need a 
number of diameter round mandrels if you want to 
forge ellipses of differing minor axes. 
It is also possible to forge a parabolic shape as in 
Figures 4a, 4b and 5.4.  To do so, bend a rod into 
roughly the right shape, then hold it against the cone 
mandrel at an angle exactly parallel to the slope of the 
cone.  (Perhaps a practical application for such a 
shape would be as a rib to support a thin reflective 
sheet for use as a solar collector.) 
It is even possible to forge a hyperbola half (not 
illustrated -- a full hyperbola resembles two parabolas, 
back-to-back) by holding the bent rod at any angle 
between parallel to the axis of the cone and parallel to 
the slope of the cone. 

 

Planes of Intersection with Mandrels 
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